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What makes an image so disturbing, so powerful in relation to the self-inflicted death? And what makes 
it even more significant in the context of public space where acts of self-immolation usually take place? 
…What is it, finally, about suicide that touches a number of issues concerning the image in today’s 
culture – in particular if the ‘culture’ of our times is being shaped by a civilization in decline, embodied by 
the abstract image of a falling man, or a burning man indeed? 
 
In his lecture THREE REGIMES OF SUICIDE, a Belgrade based curator and art historian Marko 
Stamenkovic will address the notion of suicide as an increasingly symptomatic and disturbingly present 
trans-cultural phenomenon. As part of his ongoing research about the role played by images and media 
in the context of self-inflicted death, the lecture will focus on a perverted complicity between the public 
and the private nature of ‘suicidal’ visual displays as specific forms of scopic regimes. It will outline the 
transformation of the phenomenon from an anonymous private gesture (within Durkheim's modernist 
paradigm of ‘suicide anomique’) into an overexposed public gesture (within Virilio's hypermodernist 
paradigm of September 11). It will also try to pinpoint the global repercussions of organized suicide-
spectacles as cross-border events, and how is the (in)visibility of suicidal gestures intertwined with ‘the 
ontology of actuality’ due to the advent of neoliberal globalization and technological acceleration of 
optical systems. A particular respect will be paid to the last decade’s worldwide resurgence of suicide-
rituals, in which individuals involved in suicidal performativity have orchestrated publicity for clearly 
political reasons, thus delineating the margins of our visual, cultural and political horizons – and our 
everyday life, indeed. 
 
The lecture takes place in GradCAM seminar room at 16:00 on Thursday next (14/4/2011) – attendance 
is free, however, places are limited so please book aplace in advance by emailing 
mick.wilson@gradcam.ie – See also www.gradcam.ie 
 
 
Marko Stamenkovic (*1977) is a freelance curator based in Belgrade (Serbia) and a member of IKT – International 
Association of Curators of Contemporary Art (Luxembourg). He holds his BA in Art History at the University of 
Belgrade, and MA in Cultural Policy and Cultural Management at the University of Arts in Belgrade. Among his 
projects and exhibitions curated in Serbia and abroad the most recent are: Josef Nadj - The Spirit of Nature, 14th 
Biennial of Contemporary Art, Pancevo (2010), Zirkus Grau: Préparations pour un miracle, Karlin Studios, Prague 
(2010), One Little Indian and Then There Were None, La Générale, Paris (2010), Splav Meduze, Center for 
Contemporary Art, Celje (2009), and Never Means Nothing, Tatjana Pieters Gallery, Gent (2009). He has 
participated in numerous international curatorial programs and has been lecturing in European Union, Western 
Balkans, Northern Africa, and Latin America. His writings on contemporary art have been published internationally. 
In 2005-2007 he has been working on projects dealing with the points of intersection between visual arts and 
economics in Central Eastern Europe (art-e-conomy). His current interest is centered on the transformation of 
suicide from an ultimate modernist paradigm to a new, trans-cultural media paradigm of radical withdrawal.  
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